FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 29th January 2026 in Farlow and Oreton Village Hall commencing at 7.30 pm.
					MINUTES
In Attendance: VC Gittens, Cllr Workman, Cllr Blake, Cllr Killey and Cllr Seaward-Jewkes.
1. Apologies – Chair Hale and Cllr Booth tendered their apologies. – Vice Chairman Gittins chaired the meeting.

2. Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
Councillors were reminded of their obligation to declare any pecuniary interest they may have regarding any item of the agenda. – None Declared.
3. Future of Neighbourhood Planning – 2016 plan emailed to councillors
· Identify areas of Parish Plan for Review.
· Review any correspondence received from local groups about participating in the questionnaire.
	The Council went through the 2016 plan and addressed each item to see whether it were relevant or if there’s anything that the PC felt needed to be asked again 10 years later, including new questions. Clerk will draft the questionnaire and share after the meeting so the PC can determine any missing elements or any changes to be made.
Meeting opens to the public for the remainder of the Agenda.

4. Public Open Session – 1 member of public was in attendance to share their ideas on the Parish Plan and its relationship with the Village Hall. Another comment on the financial support of the VH was discussed as the insurance premium is set to increase to £1003.00 next year. And the VH was checking that the playground inspection would be paid by the PC in March (and net costs reimbursed by the VH)

5. Approve the minutes of the last meeting.
The minutes of the last meeting on 29th November 2025 were approved, signed & sanctioned to be posted to the website.

6. Unitary Councillors Report
See website for full report. Items of note were:
· Shire Hall building was initially set to be demolished however there has now been a committee convened to decide if it is the most viable option or whether it’d be better to refurbish the site, this will be decided at the next Council meeting on 26th February 2026.
· If there’s any fly tipping about, please report it via FixMyStreet as it has been dealt with on several occasions by reporting it this way.
· A variety of potholes around the parish and nearby areas have also been reported on FixMyStreet and hopefully they’ll be addressed shortly. The more reports and ideally images help to get these issues resolved sooner.

7. Planning – No new applications to report.
8. Lengthsman and Highways
Any invoice to pay and any highway issues to report
· Spring Vale gully repairs schedule – AH has dug stone out by Spring Vale which has made great progress with the flow of water and reducing its impact on flooding. It was determined that the PC didn’t need to proceed with the initial quote at this time.
· Flooding at the top of New Road – It was determined that the pipe under the gateway is blocked, AH has dug a ditch through the gateway, but this has now pushed the water flow onto the road. It’s the responsibility of the landowner to maintain/put in new pipes and ditches.
· Several trees need to be cut down and removal of debris, but this is landowners’ responsibility.
· Jobs to do: Gate Hangs Well flooding concerns, the pipe is blocked on the common, AH to liaise with neighbouring parish on shared costs.
· Hillgate flooding near Silvington, AH to dig out the ditch again.
· Bottom of Oreton Bank drains and pipes are blocked so needs clearing.
· Clerk to let AH know what’s left in the Lengthsman EMG fund.
· Invoice 0526 received for £402.00

9. Roles/Interests of Councillors
FixMyStreet/Highways/Lengthsman/Bridleways/Footpaths – Cllr Andy Killey
Community Engagement – Cllr Marcelle Seaward-Jewkes
Communications / Social Media – Cllr Emma Gittins
Defibrillators – Alistair
Armed Forces Liaison – Cllr Any Killey
Planning – 
HR / Staffing – 

10. Correspondence
Brown Clee Women’s Health Discussion Group with Lise Davies, 11-3-26 7-8pm
Poster has been shared on Facebook and notice boards.

11. Donations – VH requested an increase in VH support for insurance.
12. Website – Compare quotes for a ‘.gov.uk’ site and emails.
The Parish Council reviewed 4 quotes obtained by the Clerk and determined the proceed with the Hugo Fox Ltd quote for £9.99 per month for the website and domain, and a further £2.49 for 1 email address for the Clerk per month.

13. Financial Matters:
1. Bank Reconciliation 
a) Current Account 24th Jan 2026 - £1703.89
b) Business Bank Instant 24th Jan 2026 - £0.30 (0.7% variable)
c) Interest Account (32 day notice) 24th Jan 2026 - £22,834.08 (1.95% variable)


2.   Payment of Invoices
i) Clerk Salary Dec and Jan 26 £500.00
ii) AP Supplies Inv 0526 £402.00
All payments signed and agreed to be paid BACS by Clerk.
14. Meetings and training attended
Update from Clerk on CiLCA Training - Unit 2 covers the legal and procedural framework for parish councils - including data protection, statutory duties vs powers (such as s137), employment, equality, and health & safety responsibilities - and the clerk’s role in meetings, standing orders, committees, delegation, and maintaining high standards of conduct.

15. Items to put on the Agenda for the Next Meeting 
Neighbourhood parish plan questionnaire draft review and additional questions.

16. Date of Next Meeting 
26th February 2026 meeting earlier to discuss neighbourhood plan at 7pm, open public meeting at 8pm.

Helena Hale, Chair		Tel; 01746 718012	Email; helena.hale90@gmail.com
Fern Chadwick, Clerk		Tel- 07780 627590   	Email; clerk.farlowparishcouncil@gmail.com



