FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 25th September 2025 in Farlow and Oreton Village Hall commencing at 7.30 pm.
					MINUTES
1. Apologies – Unitary Cllr Davies tendered his apologies.

2. Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
Councillors were reminded of their obligation to declare any pecuniary interest they may have regarding ANY item of the agenda.

3. Official co-option of any new applications for Councillor vacancies
Welcome to Alistair Blake and Marcelle Seaward-Brown as the newest Councillors after signing their declaration of acceptance of office as Councillors to Farlow PC

4. Public Open Session
16 members of the public were in attendance. 
1 member of public discussed the support requested by Teme Leisure (Cleobury) and that the centre offers support to a much wider community than just Cleobury Mortimer and suggested the Council looks at a £400 donation.
The Chair advised that any comments surrounding the planning application would be given public time at that agenda item.

5. Approve the minutes of the last meeting.
The minutes of the last meeting on 31st July 2025 were approved & sanctioned to be posted to the website.

6. Unitary Councillors Report
See website for full report, nothing further due to absence.

7. Planning
25/03067/FUL - Erection of 8No. dwellings - Oreton Building Supplies Oreton Road Oreton Cleobury Mortimer Kidderminster Shropshire DY140TH 25/03067/FUL | Erection of 8No. dwellings | Oreton Building Supplies Oreton Road Oreton Cleobury Mortimer Kidderminster Shropshire DY14 0TH
Public session recommenced to allow for specific discussion. Comments and concerns raised;
1) Concern over the quantity of houses on the plot.
2) Impact on the road access as most households are 2-car households and the driveways are not sufficient.
3) Issues about where the water from sewerage is going to go since there is already a soakaway system that is beyond capacity and this is causing significant concerns around contamination overflowing to local grasslands and drainage into local ponds and waterways.
4) Previous porosity tests have been conducted and the current soakaway systems go over the road and are causing significant issues to other properties.
5) The Parishioners feel that this site would be better suited to small commercial units.
6) Comments of appreciation for smaller dwellings were made including the use of bungalows though still too many.
7) Serious concern for lack of septic tank provision. There is no mains sewerage system.
8) The documents submitted by the applicant state 1 unit is a commercial unit but it isn't present in the drawings. A concern for detail and consistency.
9) Concern over the historical use of the site as a garage and therefore questioning if the ground has been tested appropriately?
10) Significant impact on traffic and roadside parking.

The Council heard the comments and then proceeded to debate material planning considerations. The council proceeded to make the following comments;

1) Loss of privacy as Plot 8 on the drawings overlooks and is in very extreme proximity to the pre-existing dwellings at the back of the site.
2) Access to current septic tanks on pre-existing households will be prevented as this has always crossed the site historically.
3) Highway safety for roadside parking. To mitigate highway concerns, the suggestion of Farlow Parish Council was to reduce the size of the gardens to accommodate 2-car parking appropriately.
4) The building materials should be more in keeping with local housing, there are no sites within the Parish where so many houses in such close proximity are the same construction, design and material.
5) There is no main sewerage system which has been presumed in the application. Concern for how they will address this.
6) There is an anomaly in the application and drawings as to whether there is a commercial unit. This is the last piece of employment land in the Parish.

The Council went to vote on this application and unanimously voted in objection based upon the above material considerations and parishioner views.

Final comments were that the Parish Council supports new housing in the area if concerns are addressed appropriately. The request for a site visit for the Parish Council is being made.

8. Lengthsman and Highways
Any invoice to pay and any highway issues to report
· Generally clearing of gullys and drains around the Parish is to be done.
· Lengthsman raised concern over the Walter Link hedge management and suggested the Clerk to email Nick Champion to notify and manage.
· Hedge maintenance should be done by the proprietor not necessarily the Lengthsman, the Crossroads will be contacted by the Chair HH to notify.
· Overhanging trees down the mile towards Silvington have been cleared.
· Lengthsman to get quote on the gully on the right down Spring Vale
· Invoice 225 issued.

9. Future of Neighbourhood Planning
The Parish Council wants to do a new census for 2026 to better understand the Parish needs and wants. Chair Hale suggested this as a theme for the AGM in May 2026. Local residents might have a copy of the original questionnaires to help formulate an updated list of questions.

10. Correspondence
None received.

11. Donations
Request for financial support to keep the Cleobury Mortimer Leisure Centre Open.
Shropshire Council have pulled funding to Teme Leisure which is a not-for-profit organisation of around £23,000 a year. This means that the centre needs £15,000 to remain open until March 2026. They have received 1770 signatures on a local petition to keep the centre open. Friends of Cleobury Sports Centre is in the process of getting charity status and a bank account. A donation amount of £400 was supported unanimously. Clerk to issue this once the bank account and charity status has been confirmed.

12. Defibrillator Training
Clerk contacted local resident Andy Goold about hosting a defibrillator training session with the parishioners. There was great enthusiasm for this. Andy suggested a date of 24th October 2025 in the evening. Clerk to confirm hall availability. Andy would need about 10 people to make the night viable and the cost would be approximately £50 which covers the consumables used. If you would like to take part, please do get in touch, if there’s enough interest, the Parish Council would discuss with Andy Goold about hosting another session.

13. Dog Poo Bins.
There is no support from Shropshire Council to supply or empty bins at this time. Councillors debated putting notices around the parish, particularly on notice boards. Clerk to make a sign to keep people accountable.

14. Financial Matters:
1. Bank Reconciliation 
a) Current Account 18th Sept 2025 - £5,000.00
b) Business Bank Instant 18th Sept 2025 - £0.30 (0.7% variable)
c) Interest Account (32 day notice) 18th Sept 2025 - £22,406.42 (1.95% variable)

2.   Payment of Invoices
d) Clerk Salary £500.00
e) SLCC Membership £118.00 - reimburse Clerk
f) SALC Chairmanship Training inv 2878 £90.00
g) AP Supplies Inv 225 - £432.00
All payments signed and agreed to be paid BACS by Clerk.
15. Meetings and training attended
None but the Clerk will continue to update the Council on the CiLCA and any areas where Farlow PC can improve/implement.

16. Items to put on the Agenda for the Next Meeting 
Identify areas of the Parish Plan for review

17. Date of Next Meeting 
23rd October 2025
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