FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Annual Parish Meeting
The meeting will be held in Farlow and Oreton Village Hall on Thursday 22nd May 2025 commencing at 8pm. Invitations to attend have been extended to key local delegates.
Councillors and Officer.
The 2024-2025 year has been another great year for the Parish council. At the council AGM Helena Hale was voted as Chair alongside Emma Gittins as Vicechair. The Council filled our 7th vacant spot with Iain Booth in June 2024. 
We remind you of the Parish councils web site, on which is posted the agendas and minutes of all meetings, notices, Unitary Councillor reports, Financial and other important information.  http://farlowparishcouncil.org.uk   Contact information for the Clerk, Councillors and other relevant parties can be found at the end of this report.
Shropshire council
Gwilym Butler and Simon Harris were our Unitary Councillors for the most part (until the May 25 local elections) and attended the Parish council meetings regularly and presented monthly reports. These reports can be found via the Parish council web site.
There are many issues faced by the Unitary council, funding is, as always, the overriding force effecting every aspect of the council’s operation. As Shropshire is seeing an increase in the over 65 age group as a proportion of the population, increased pressure is being placed on the adult social care budget at a time when the cost of living is continuing to hit many, resulting in many parts of the care sector facing overwhelming demand from a very limited budget pot.  Gwilym has the unenviable position of Portfolio holder for Finance and Corporate Resources, which is seeing him trying to deliver ever more from a constantly reduced budget from Central government. 
Elections and voting
Stottesdon, Kinlet & Hopton Wafers Ward – Election Summary
Local elections held on 1st May 2025 saw David Sidney Arthur Davies secured the seat with 589 votes, representing Reform UK. The voter turnout was 43.0%, with a total of 1,371 ballot papers issued. Anita Jayne Rose of the Conservative Party finished second with 492 votes (36.0%). 
Our Parish Elections saw 4 of our 7 Councillors stand for re-election. We want to take this opportunity to pass thanks to our retiring Councillors, John Derricut, Ann Broomhall and Neil Sutton, for their amazing commitment to our wonderful community, serving nearly 100 years of the Parish Council combined. Thank you again for your long-standing contributions and we wish you well, and hope to see you at our AGM each year.
The retirement of 3 Councillors leaves the Parish Council with Cllrs (Chairman) Helena Hale, Emma Gittins, Jim Workman and Iain Booth – there are 3 vacant seats on the Parish Council – We encourage anyone in the Parish who is interested in the position speak to any members of the Council for more information. We meet once a month (no meet in December) on the last Thursday at 7.30 at Farlow and Oreton Village Hall.



Lengthsman Scheme and Highways.
The Lengthsman scheme continues to be one of our Parish success’s, with a lot of work being carried out by Ant Harman and others to keep our roads and infrastructure in good order. We’ve all seen the impact that the incessant rainfall has caused locally, the maintenance of culverts and ditches to aid water discharge is thanks to our Lengthsman.
Road issues such as potholes, missing/damaged road signs, empty grit bins etc and any council-controlled issues like fly tipping are best reported using the FixMyStreet phone app, Shropshire council is signed up to this system and it is by far the most efficient way currently of reporting all issues. It is the case that the more reports on an issue, the more likely it will be fixed quickly. So, if you log on to report a pothole and find its already on the system, please also file your own report, with a photo if possible. 
Planning
The Parish Council will judge each application on its merits and comment accordingly.  
It has been noted that we are seeing changes in the materials and designs in newer builds as the demand for more efficient homes is required, and whilst it was the consensus during the consultations for the parish plan that traditional designs were favoured. A mesh of new and traditional will be required going forward. 
Housing in the Parish
One area that has been a success for the parish is the Single Plot Exception site scheme for those with strong local connections. The council supports this scheme, and this will hopefully continue to see the younger parishioners being able to remain in the parish and in the future, there should be a mix of dwellings that are affordable for all. 
We continue to support the policy developed from the parish plan, single plot exception sites and affordable housing and limited single plot development with the emphasis on smaller properties, whilst recognising that the housing of the parish does feature a wide variety to suit most sectors of the market now.
Finance
Our precept for 24-25 was £5000.00. The Council worked hard to keep this to the same to reduce the impact on the parishioners last year.
The precept for 25-26 is £5880.00. The other costs beyond the regular ones of the Clerks salary, insurance, Lengthsman and smaller support grants etc. had to be factored in this year hence the increase in precept.
Financial reports can be seen on the web site.
Litter pick.
A litter pick was organised for Sunday 13th April. Thankfully the weather was better this year and there was a committed group of people who we recognise support the community efforts year on year, it was nice to see new faces support our fight against litter. In general, there were less bags collected than in previous years, which we’re sure is in part, thanks to the several of you that pick-up litter whilst on your regular walks and help keep the parish clear of such debris, thank you.  
Melville Chapel 
As was reported at our last annual meeting, the Chapel is facing expensive and urgent costly repairs. The council have paid out their support grant of £600 towards the repairs and the work conducted using the funds (along additional financial support) is fantastic and it’s lovely to see this wonderful building restored.



Police and emergency Services
We repeat this advice annually.
Any incident or suspicious behaviour, however trivial it may seem, should be reported to the Police on the 101 number. Emergency issues dial 999. To help the speedy location of the incident try to quote your post code, 6-digit OS grid reference or use What 3 Words.  
Suspicious vehicles, try to record reg numbers if possible and times and locations.  If you have any suspicions, then just report it, the Police need our information to build a picture of where illegal activity might be happening.
Farlow Parish Charities
This is a registered charity which was set up many years ago. It can support those in the parish in need of specific financial help and young people looking to progress though further education requiring help with the materials needed for their studies. The Trustees generally meet 3 times a year and will consider each application on merit.  Applications to the Secretary, Yvonne Jones, Well Farm, Farlow. Kidderminster DY140RG.  Trustees; - Terry Price, Chair, John Derricut, Neil Sutton and Zella Bache.



Members of Farlow Parish Council and other relevant names, addresses and telephone numbers (all 01746 dialling code unless stated) are as follows.
		
	Chairman
Helena Hale
9 Cramer Gutter
Oreton
Kidderminster
DY14 0UA
718012
	Parish Councillor
Emma Gittens
Longfield
Oreton Road, Oreton
Kidderminster
DY14 0TJ
718518
	Parish Councillor
Jim Workman
Wild Orchard Cottage
Oreton
Kidderminster
DY14 0TP
718704
	Parish Councillor
Iain Booth
Sleepy Willow, New Road
Oreton, Kidderminster
DY14 0TY
07831 405314
	Unitary Councillor
David Davies
David.davies@shropshire.gov.uk
6 Dhustone Lane, Clee Hill, Ludlow, SY8 3PQ

	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Clerk
Fern Chadwick
Fernley Appledore,
Silvington
Cleobury Mortimer
DY14 0RP
07780 627590
Clerk.farlowparishcouncil@gmail.com
	Secretary Farlow Charities
Yvonne Jones
Well Farm
Farlow
Kidderminster
DY14 0RG
718650
	
	
	


                       
