FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 30th January 2025 in Farlow and Oreton Village Hall commencing at 7.30 pm.
					MINUTES
	Present
	Parish Councillors
	Emma Gittins (Vice-Chairman)

	
	
	Neil Sutton

	
	
	Ann Broomhall
Jim Workman
John Derricut

	
	Lengthsman
	Anthony Harman

	
	Clerk
Unitary Councillor
	Fern Chadwick
Gwilym Butler

	1. Apologies
	Parish Councillor
	Helena Hale (Chairman)
Iain Booth


2. Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
Councillors were reminded of their obligation to declare any pecuniary interest they may have regarding ANY item of the agenda.

3. Public Open Session
No members of the public was in attendance.

4. Approve the minutes of the last meeting 9th January 2025.
A small amendment requested as the stone by the New Inn hadn’t been moved – amendment made and now sanctioned to be posted to the website.

5. Planning
No new applications.
6. Lengthsman and Highways
Invoice 0225 presented to the PC.
Jobs Done:
· Strimmed at the top of Oreton Bank
· General Ditch Maintenance and Drain Clearing
Jobs To Do/ Follow Up On:
· New Inn Stone to clear
· Thumpers Hole Stones to clear
· Drain Rodding and Ditches Clearing to continue
· Price up gully by Spring Vale for potential CIL spend.

7. Unitary Councillors Report
See website for full report. A few points of note as follows;
· Budget – Shropshire was awarded the 3rd worst funding which isn’t ideal and means a tighter squeeze will be put on the Council.
· Rural services grant has been removed, and this has been diverted back to the cities, in the region of 9 million pounds.
· Devloution issues – merging of nearby councils. Worcestershire councils are merging to become a unitary council. Shropshire will need to merge but unsure who with at this stage, between Staffordshire, Herefordshire or Telford & Wrekin.
· Local Plan – a postponement was placed on this plan due to the change in government, the expectation now is to increase the housing from 1090 to 1900 in Shropshire but nothing has been confirmed yet.
· Purdah – a period where local Councillors cannot interact in a political manner prior to an election, this begins on the 10th March for local elections on May 1st.
8. Correspondence
James Shier of Farlow and Oreton Village Hall has asked about a donation to the 100 year party – request for Cllr Workman to ask for what amount and where to be spent as the precept has been agreed for the coming years spending.

9. Donations
None received.
10. Website Domain Hosting - any correspondence from Chris Bargeman
No update – will continue to chase Chris on information
11. Financial Matters:
1. Bank Reconciliation 
A) Current Account 24th January 2025 - £4,006.68 – no new transactions
B) Business Bank Instant 24th January 2025 - £736.05 – see statement
C) Interest Account – 24th January 2025 - £20,443.95 – interest only
2) Payment of Invoices
a) Clerk Salary £349.50 – signed and agreed BACS payment made
b) Invoice 0225 to AP Supplies £xxx - signed and agreed BACS payment made
12. Annual Meeting Theme and Spokesperson Ideas
Date agreed for 22nd May 2025 for AGM
A few ideas for theme included;
· Nature Recovery Initiative
· Local History – Bring something of interest
· Link with the Village Hall Party – celebrating the 100 years

13. Meetings attended
None

14. Items to put on the Agenda for the Next Meeting 
a) Website domain hosting – any correspondence from Chris Bargeman
b) Annual General Meeting Theme and Spokesperson
c) VH Communication on their request for donation
d) Community Litter Picking date for April

15. Date of Next Meeting 
27th February 2025

Helena Hale, Chair		Tel; 01746 718012	Email; helena.hale90@gmail.com
Fern Chadwick, Clerk		Tel- 07780 627590   	Email; clerk.farlowparishcouncil@gmail.com

21st February 2025


