FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 28th November 2024 in Farlow and Oreton Village Hall commencing at 7.30 pm.
					MINUTES
	Present
	Parish Councillors
	Helena Hale (Chairman)

	
	
	Neil Sutton

	
	
	Ann Broomhall
Jim Workman
John Derricut
Emma Gittins

	
	Clerk of the Council
Unitary Councillor
	Fern Chadwick
Simon Harris

	1. Apologies
	Parish Councillor
	Iain Booth



2. Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
Councillors were reminded of their obligation to declare any pecuniary interest they may have regarding ANY item of the agenda.

3. Public Open Session
Several members of the public were in attendance to discuss the planning applications as per item 6.

4. Approve the minutes of the last meeting.
The minutes of the last meetings held on 31st October & 14th November were approved & sanctioned to be posted to the website.

5. Chief Officer for SALC Change – Chris Mellings
A brief introductory email was shared from Chris Mellings to the Councillors to make them aware of his appointment.

6. Planning
a) 24/04098/FUL – as discussed 14th November 2024
Erection of an annexe to dwelling
3 Factory Cottages Factory Lane Oreton Cleobury Mortimer Kidderminster Shropshire DY14 8RJ
	After further lengthy discussion and a Q&A with the application and representatives, a site visit conducted by Chairman Hale, it was agreed that the council would support the application given the direct involvement that Shropshire Council had had with the design and application process prior to submitting. 
Farlow PC would endeavour to get a representative from Shropshire Planning department to come and discuss applications and the restrictions and objection points for the council to consider as it was noted that the Council’s Neighbourhood plan that was written in 2015 may not be in line with current processes within Shropshire Councils Planning Dept.
b) 24/04289/FUL – new application
Erection of an annex building connected to the existing dwelling
Little Truckhill Oreton Road Oreton Cleobury Mortimer Kidderminster Shropshire DY14 0TJ
	A discussion was held among the applicant and Councillors with a variety of questions over materials and size and it was unanimously agreed that Farlow Parish Council would support the application since it is a principle change of use of an already approved application and no significant change of size or design would warrant an alternative outcome.

7. Place Plan Correspondence on New Inn flooding issue.
Clerk has put in a request to the Place Plan for Cleobury Mortimer ward to raise the issue of flooding near the New Inn on Oreton Road.

8. Parish Plan Questionnaire – 2025 review
Councillors agreed to bench this item until the New Year.

9. Lengthsman and Highways
Jobs Done:
· Cleared the ditch up the mile towards Silvington
· Cleared the grids around the Parish
· Overhanding branches over the road is an issue for cars and farm vehicle equipment gaining access and avoiding damage. The Council to speak to residents requesting them to keep their hedges in order and arrange for hedge trimming to be conducted around the Parish.
Jobs To Do/ Follow Up On:
· A notice for request for notice board backing to be replaced to be put on social media to find a local personal able to assist the PC. – ongoing, possibly after xmas
· The quote provided by Lengthsman for the car park was £16 per tonne for road scalpings and the Council will require 3-4 loads using Talbots, price excludes labour cost. Cllr Derricut offered to assist with a digger and roller.
· Lengthsman dug a ditch up Hill Houses and couldn’t find a pipe so this will require a digger to do this, Lengthsman to arrange and follow up.

10. Unitary Councillors Report
Xxxx

11. Defibrillator Pad Replacement & Telephone Box Door Issues
All pads for each of the 3 defibrillators have been replaced and are functions. The door issues will be reviewed and looked at to possibly take a small amount off the door to allow for swelling for easy access.

12. Concern over phone signal in rural areas – update regarding communications with Cllr Gittins
Email correspondence with Ben Walker, Senior Programme Officer (Digital Infrastructure) led to the knowledge that Atlas Tower Group (ATG) is collaborating with Shropshire Council and aim to install a single 25m lattice mast that can host all 4 mobile network operators to improve mobile phone covering for communities. It was noted that Hopton Wafers PC have had a meeting with ATG and thus might be interested in doing so with Farlow PC.

13. Correspondence
None Received.

14. Donations
None received.

15. Financial Matters:
1. Bank Reconciliation
a) Current Account 9th November 2024 - £5360.09
b) Business Bank Instant 22nd Nov 2024 - £734.87
c) Interest Account – 22nd Nov 2024 - £20,360.09
2. Payment of Invoices
a) MedUK for defib pads £192.42
b) Clerk Salary £486.00
c) Norton Security £14.99
All the above were agreed and sanctioned to be paid via BACS payment.

16. Precept and Budget review for year 25-26
The budget was reviewed and discussed, and a further final review will be conducted in January’s early meeting for singing late in January for the precept deadline.

17. Meetings attended

18. Items to put on the Agenda for the Next Meeting 

19. Date of Next Meeting 
9th January 2025

Helena Hale, Chair		Tel; 01746 718012	Email; helena.hale90@gmail.com
Fern Chadwick, Clerk		Tel- 07780 627590   	Email; clerk.farlowparishcouncil@gmail.com

3rd January 2024


