FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 31st October 2024 in Farlow and Oreton Village Hall commencing at 7.30 pm.
					MINUTES
	Present
	Parish Councillors
	Helena Hale (Chairman)

	
	
	Neil Sutton

	
	
	Ann Broomhall
Jim Workman
John Derricut
Iain Booth

	
	Clerk of the Council
Unitary Councillor
	Fern Chadwick
Gwilym Butler

	1. Apologies
	Unitary Councillors
	Simon Harris

	
	Parish Councillor
Lengthsman
	Emma Gittins
Anthony Harman

	
	
	


2. Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
Councillors were reminded of their obligation to declare any pecuniary interest they may have regarding ANY item of the agenda.

3. Public Open Session
No members of the public were in attendance.

4. Approve the minutes of the last meeting.
The minutes of the last meetings held on 26th September and 17th October were approved & sanctioned to be posted to the website.

5. Lengthsman and Highways
Jobs Done:
· Cleared the ditch up the mile towards Silvington
· Cleared the grids around the Parish
· Overhanding branches over the road is an issue for cars and farm vehicle equipment gaining access and avoiding damage. The Council to speak to residents requesting them to keep their hedges in order and arrange for hedge trimming to be conducted around the Parish.
Jobs To Do/ Follow Up On:
· A notice for request for notice board backing to be replaced to be put on social media to find a local personal able to assist the PC. – ongoing, possibly after xmas
· The quote provided by Lengthsman for the car park was £16 per tonne for road scalpings and the Council will require 3-4 loads using Talbots, price excludes labour cost. Cllr Derricut offered to assist with a digger and roller.
· Lengthsman dug a ditch up Hill Houses and couldn’t find a pipe so this will require a digger to do this, Lengthsman to arrange and follow up.

6. Flooding issues and any Place Plan considerations.
Put the drainage issues onto the Place Plan to solve the recurrent issue surrounding the New Inn.
7. Planning
No New Applications

8. Unitary Councillors Report
The predicted overspend of Shropshire Council is £37M – currently the council has £38M in reserves. A way to resolve this is by having voluntary redundancies, over 2020 staff so far are affected. A further 400-600 more expected by the end of the financial year.
The closure of Shirehall and moving to the Guild Hall is set to save the Council £1.5M per annum
Cllr Butler is working on the draft budget and it’s looking like it’ll be a saving of £42M needed to solve 2025-26 expenditure.
A note that the local election is being held in May 2025 so if you’d like to be considered as a Councillor please get in touch as we can help with any guidance.
The recycling centres have installed a booking system as of 4th November 2024, Shropshire residents can use any site in Shropshire. This is in an effort to save money before closing any sites. 
Green Bin Initiative has seen 52,000 people sign up, the target of £4M income for the 12 month period from September is close to being met in just the 1st quarter, with the initiative generating £3.3M thus far. 

9. Concern over phone signal in rural areas – update regarding communications with Cllr Gittins
Email correspondence with Ben Walker, Senior Programme Officer (Digital Infrastructure) led to the knowledge that Atlas Tower Group (ATG) is collaborating with Shropshire Council and aim to install a single 25m lattice mast that can host all 4 mobile network operators to improve mobile phone covering for communities. It was noted that Hopton Wafers PC have had a meeting with ATG and thus might be interested in doing so with Farlow PC.

10. Correspondence
None Received.

11. Donations
None received.

12. Financial Matters:
1. Bank Reconciliation 
i) Current Account 9th Oct 2024 - £5360.09
ii) Business Bank Instant 9th Sep 2024 - £734.21
iii) Interest Account – 26/10/2024 - £20,322.52
2.   Payment of Invoices
	None
13. Meetings attended
Chairman Hale attended a Chairman training and found it to be useful and gave some insightful information for the role.

14. Items to put on the Agenda for the Next Meeting 
· Defibrillator Pad Replacement
· Precept & Budget
· Place Plan Update

15. Date of Next Meeting 
14th November 2024 for planning
28th November 2024 monthly meeting

Helena Hale, Chair		Tel; 01746 718012	Email; helena.hale90@gmail.com
Fern Chadwick, Clerk		Tel- 07780 627590   	Email; clerk.farlowparishcouncil@gmail.com

22nd November 2024


