FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 22nd August 2024 in Farlow and Oreton Village Hall commencing at 7.30 pm.
					MINUTES
	Present
	Parish Councillors
	Emma Gittens (Acting Chairman)

	
	
	Neil Sutton

	
	
	Ann Broomhall
Jim Workman
John Derricut
Iain Booth

	
	Clerk of the Council
Unitary Councillor
	Fern Chadwick
Simon Harris

	1. Apologies
	Unitary Councillors
	Gwilym Butler

	
	Parish Councillor
	Helena Hale (Chairman)

	
	
	


2. Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
Councillors were reminded of their obligation to declare any pecuniary interest they may have regarding ANY item of the agenda.

3. Public Open Session
1 member of the public attended who declared their running for election is 2025 – candidate Anita Rose. It was lovely meeting your Anita, and we appreciate your participation in our meeting and eagerness to learn about our Parish.

4. Approve the minutes of the last meeting.
The minutes of the last meeting held on 22nd August 2024 were approved & sanctioned to be posted to the website.

5. Lengthsman and Highways
Jobs Done:
· Highways have finally filled the severe set of potholes in Farlow on 22nd August 2024 – noting that they did a poor job and Cllr Sutton requested that UC Harris followed this up with Andy Wild, head of Highways as they didn’t fill the potholes completely leaving it a dangerous patch on a nasty bend still, now to speak with Chris Haslam who’s the area manager for road fix quality.
· Flooding has been an issue recently and a continued issue for local business The New Inn, and many properties nearby. The Council debated over putting flood defences onto the Place Plan to access CIL money to purchase defences for the community.
· Overhanding branches over the road is an issue for cars and farm vehicle equipment gaining access and avoiding damage. The Council to speak to local residents requesting them to keep their hedges in order and arrange for hedge trimming to be conducted around the Parish.
Jobs To Do/ Follow Up On:
· Lengthsman to proceed with the car park as per the quote above and agreed.
· Clear the ditch up the mile towards Silvington
· A notice for request for notice board backing to be replaced to be put on social media to find a local personal able to assist the PC.
· The quote provided by Lengthsman for the car park was £16 per tonne for road scalpings and the Council will require 3-4 loads using Talbots, price excludes labour cost. Cllr Derricut offered to assist with a digger and roller.
· Lengthsman dug a ditch up Hill Houses and couldn’t find a pipe so this will require a digger to do this, Lengthsman to arrange and follow up.

6. Planning
For Information Only.
1. 24/03598/AGR, Erection of agricultural building, Four Winds New Road Oreton Cleobury Mortimer Kidderminster Shropshire DY14 0LL
1. 24/10428/ENF, Lower Wood House, Farlow, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 0RJ
Description of Issue: Alleged breach of planning control concerning construction of extension to dwelling without planning permission.
1. 24/03041/FUL, Change of use of land and Erection of horse exercise ring (dia.20m), Land At The Firs Farlow Kidderminster Shropshire DY14 0JE. Decision: Passed.

7. Unitary Councillors Report
The Green Bin initiative has been successful thus far. The target was for 60,000 people to sign up, as of end of September 2024 – 48,000 households have signed up. There is a petition launched to reduce and not change the benefits that people will be entitled to such as winter fuel payments and for the tips to remain open and not needing to be booked in advance.
Cllr Harris shared the news that he won’t be putting his name forward for re-election next year in the May 2025. He introduced us to Anita Rose who will be running for election for the area earlier in the meeting. He hopes to continue to attend and support out Parish Council until early April before they go into purdah. 

8. Concern over phone signal in rural areas – Is this a Place Plan consideration?
After discussions with UC Harris, it was suggested to go to the local MP to discuss the concern over mobile data signal and its effect on rural communication rather than home broadband service. Cllr Gittins suggested she would reach out to MP Stuart Anderson to begin correspondence on this matter.

9. Correspondence
None Received.

10. Donations
None received.

11. Financial Matters:
1. Bank Reconciliation 
i) Current Account 9th September 2024 £3977.19
ii) Business Bank Instant 9th September 2024 £733.61
iii) Interest Account 22nd September 2024 £20,273.87
2.   Payment of Invoices
1) Clerk Salary £489.00 – Cheque 000769 was raised and signed
2) Payment to Clerk for reimbursement of Microsoft annual subscription £59.99 – cheque 000771 was raised and signed.
3) SALC Affiliation Fee £247.41 – Cheque 000770 was raised and signed.

12. Meetings attended
None

13. Items to put on the Agenda for the Next Meeting 
· Concern over phone signal in rural areas update from MP.
· Flooding Place Plan Considerations.

14. Date of Next Meeting 
31st October 2024

Helena Hale, Chair		Tel; 01746 718012	Email; helena.hale90@gmail.com
Fern Chadwick, Clerk		Tel- 07780 627590   	Email; clerk.farlowparishcouncil@gmail.com


