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FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 30 NOVEMBER 2017 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held in Farlow and Oreton Village Hall on 30 November 2017 
commencing at 8pm 
 
Present Parish Councillors  Geoff Wadsworth   Chairman 
      Ann Broomhall   Vice Chair 
      John Derricutt 
      Neil Sutton 
      Stephen Jones 
      Pete Brown 
      Stephen Andrewes 
            
  Clerk to the Council  Derick Bromley 
 
  Unitary Councillor  No-one attended- Apologies rendered 
  Lengthsman   Anthony Harman 
   
1 Apologies 
 

Apologies were received from Gwilym Butler and Madge Shineton 
 
2 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest 

 
Councillors were reminded of their obligation to declare a pecuniary interest they may 
have with regard to any item on the Agenda. 
 

3 Public Open Session 
 

No members of the public attended the Meeting 
 

4 Approve Minutes of Last Meeting 
 

The Minutes of Meeting held on 26 October 2017 were approved, and sanctioned to 
post on The Web Site.  
  

5 Matters arising from minutes 
 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes other than those included on the 
Agenda. 
 

6 Footpath Group 
 

No volunteers have come forward. Word has been spread by social media etc. The 
matter will be retained on Agenda for discussion at future meetings 
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7 Place Plans/SAMDev update 
 
After discussion the meeting decided not to make any amendments to our Place 
Plans. Our SAMDev policy was still relevant. 
 
 

8 Defibrillator Acquisition 
 

Geoff Wadsworth reported the lottery grant application had been submitted. Normal 
processing time is 12 weeks. In the Grant application we have claimed £150 for the 
first years insurance. The locations for the proposed two defibrillators are by the 
school and in Farlow Village. Richard Williams has kindly offered to donate £1,000 
towards the cost of the initial machine. A plaque commemorating his late father will 
be installed in the telephone kiosk. 

 
9 Unitary Councillors Report 
 

Neither Madge nor Gwilym attended the Meeting.  Reports from Gwilym Butler is 
given as an addendum to these Minutes 
 

10 Lengthsman Report 
 

Anthony Harman reported as follows; 
I) Started cutting back trees at Lane’s End 
II) Also cutting back at bottom of New Road 
III) Checked and cleaned gullies (following rain) but some are blocked-

need to contact Graham Downes for jetter to clear. 
IV) Need to quote OS Grid reference to identify problem areas. Anthony 

Harman and the Clerk (who has a hand held GPS) need to go round 
the Parish to pin point locations of concern. 

V) He submitted an invoice for £211.20 (incl Vat) and a cheque for this 
sum was drawn. 

 
11        Highways Monthly Report  
 

A number of issues were highlighted: 
I) Need to report poor condition of road surface Oreton Bank 
II) Snow Clearance routes were highlighted to councillors 
III) Gritting bins need filling with the onset of winter looming 
IV) Shropshire Pot Hole gang have been round Parish so this is not an 

issue at the moment.  
12  Planning 
 
 The following Application was considered: 
 Variation of Conditions Beaulah Cottage 

This application was discussed. No objection as 15/00958/FUL was permitted.   
 Agricultural Building Larches Lane 17/02689/FUL 

Awaiting Decision. The case officer Mandy Starr is of the view the proposed siting of 
the barn should not impinge on their neighbours as the applicant has adequate land 
to accommodate 
Botany Bay. Logs on verge to stop traffic impinging on verge are dangerous and  
illegal and any damage to vehicles would be the liability of the land owner. 
A meeting will be convened on 18 December 2017 to discuss 17/05250/PMBPA 
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13 Correspondence 
 

 Code of Conduct Councillors/Clerks will be put on Agenda for next Meeting 
 Request for Donation to Stroke Foundation was declined. 

Copy of letter from Mark and Deni Lyall to their prospective neighbours (re 
development at Hill Houses) was brought  to Councillors attention. 

 
14 Finance 
 

1) The Bank Balances recorded were as follows 

• Current Account         £7,596.06 

• 30 day Account    £718.87 

• Investment Account   £18,000.00 from 4 July 2014 to 15 
December 2017-Reinvesting will be deferred until January 
2018 

2) Accounts year to date 2017/18 were considered 
3) There was a preliminary discussion on our Precept. 2018/19. A more in depth 

discussion will take place at the early January 2018 Meeting. Given the 
uncertainty of future Lengthsman Grants consideration will be given to a 
Precept for this service in 2018/19  

 
15 Donations 
 

There were no requests for donations.  
 

16 Meetings attended 
 

Geoff Wadsworth and Stephen Jones attended the recent LJC Meeting. An increase 
in the number of thefts in the District was highlighted. 

  
17 Rights of Way 
 
  Bridleways 

Not much activity at the moment. Next meeting of the Group is on 7 
December 2017. 
 

18 Items to be put on Agenda for next Meeting 
 
 The following item is to be put on the Agenda for the Next Meeting 

• Code of Conduct Councillors Clerks. 
 

21 Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next Meeting will be held on Thursday 18 December 2017 commencing 7pm in 
Farlow and Oreton Village Hall.  
 The Meeting closed at c10.05 pm  
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Gwilym Butler Reports. 
 
                    Shropshire Council Update  
 
1. Youth commissioning funding reduction is out for consultation which will result in the rural areas 
losing all funding as it is prioritised around the central urban corridor . Both Madge and myself are 
lobbying against this and I would urge all parish councils to submit their thoughts on the consultation 
on the Council website. 
 
With this in mind the youth partnership in our area does an excellent job and I would welcome 
councils to precept some budget within the next round to enable this service to continue. We believe 
for every £1 donated we obtain £3 in outcomes as we can match fund donations with grants and get 
volunteers to help to . If you precept £500 it will deliver £1500 worth of outcomes to our youth .This 
can be spent on events, transport, food, mentoring, training and education and specific parish needs if 
qualified., to name but a few. 
 
2. Lengthmans scheme. The lengthmens scheme will shortly be scrutinised by Cllr Motleys committee 
. There is a general feeling that the service should be retained however with a revenue budget 
shortfall of now £36 million savings will have to be made . Again I wish we were not in  this position 
but I would recommend that councils put a precept amount in their budget for the scheme should 
funding be withdrawn . I do believe that if the scheme remains a service level agreement on what 
should be undertaken will be part of the new scheme if approved. Should you wish to make comment 
please email Councillor Motley via the council website . 
 
3.Cleobury Town council are undertaking a Neighbourhood plan .Any neighbouring parishes that use 
any services or visit Cleobury will be welcomed to comment in the consultation in due course. The 
plan is designed to enhance growth and design and is not about stopping development but having a 
vision for the development of a sustainable community with appropriate services as expansion 
continues which is inevitable .Under the new allocation figures under the SAMDEV Cleobury is 
allocated a further 200 houses by 2036 although approximately 70 of those are already under 
permission leaving a further circa 130 . 
 
4.In my role of Chair for Scrutiny for Places enterprise and growth I have recently set up two task and 
finish groups .The first is looking at Brexit and how it will effect Shropshire with a purpose of leading 
into consultation with central government when new policies are set out for consultation under white 
papers with the first expected in December .The second is looking at the retention of business rates 
which along with Herefordshire and Telford and Wrekin we have applied to become a government 
pilot .The business rates retention will replace the government grant and is at present causing us a 
huge budget gap. 
 
5.A new project has been launched in Cleobury ,Mens Shed. It is a world wide scheme looking at 
developing a space for men to meet and undertake hobbies and undertake volunteering in recycling 
furniture and to provide an outlet for loneliness amongst men . This is noted as very severe within the 
agricultural community and please advertise the project as best you can . Should you wish to donate 
a small amount via your precept please do . Peter Blackburn local volunteer is the lead but contact 
can be made via Vicky Turner our action officer. 
 
6. BUDGET . At the Performance management Scrutiny this week we had a budget update as we try 
to look at ways to deliver a balanced budget for 2018/19. 
 
In 2009 we had a controllable budget of £206 million pounds . This is outside the ring fenced budget 
for children, schools, Adult social care circa £450 million. Out of that £206 million we have cut £186 
million since 2009 !! 
 
Now the Revenue support grant of around £50 million which is the top up we get on our collected 
business rates is being withdrawn  by 2020 which will at present leave us a shortfall of £36 million 
next year without further savings . This takes in to account raising the council tax by 4.99% year on 
year over the next few years the maximum allowed. We are awaiting Decembers cabinet for 
proposals of how this will be done and it will be out for consultation thereafter . Watch this space! 
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Provision of Youth Activities in Shropshire: Shropshire Council support 

 

As I expect you know, the Council initiated a very widespread consultation on the provision of Youth Services 

in Shropshire on 1st November. There is an online questionnaire - but I know some people prefer a hard copy  

and that is perfectly acceptable. Karen in Members Services can provide paper copies. 

 

Please encourage electors in your ward/ED to take part and take the time yourself  to get involved with the 

consultation. It runs until 5th January 2018, so there is still plenty of time - but we are keen to maximise the 

response, particularly from young people.  

 

This is an entirely genuine exercise in seeking the views of Shropshire people. I for one have an open mind 

about how best to use the limited resources we have. The proposals put forward in the Cabinet paper on 18th 

October are one way of distributing grants - there are plenty of other options. 

 
 
   


