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FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 27 JULY 2017 
 
 

 
 
  
 
FARLOW PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held in Farlow and Oreton Village Hall on 27 July 2017 commencing 
at 8pm 
 
Present Parish Councillors  Geoff Wadsworth   Chairman 
      Ann Broomhall Vice Chair 
      John Derricutt 
      Neil Sutton 
      Stephen Jones 
      Pete Brown 
      Stephen Andrewes 
            
  Clerk to the Council  Derick Bromley 
 
  Unitary Councillor  Madge Shineton 
  Parishioners   Eleven attended-names were not recorded 
  
 
1 Apologies 
 

Apology was received from Gwilym Butler 
 
2 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest 

 
Councillors were reminded of their obligation to declare a pecuniary interest they may 
have with regard to any item on the Agenda. 
 

3 Public Open Session 
 

A number of Parishioners attended to support/object to planning applications and 
their views would be heard when the Meeting reached Agenda Item 10 
 

4 Approve Minutes of Last Meeting 
 

The Minutes of Meeting held on 22 June 2017 were approved, subject to one minor 
correction, and sanctioned to post on The Web Site. 
  

5 Matters arising from minutes 
 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes other than those included on the 
Agenda. 
 

6 Defibrillator Acquisition 
 

Chris Phillips addressed the meeting on the need for a defibrillator in a rural location 
like ours. He outlined the process, costs involved (£1,479) and the training available. 
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6 Defibrillator Acquisition (continued) 
  
There was a general discussion and the meeting agreed for Heartstart to install 
equipment in the Telephone Box (which we own). Neil Sutton has recently cleaned 
up the Phone Box. There is a good mobile phone signal near the box. 
We will also seek permission to install a further unit at Farlow School. A parishioner 
has promised a £1,000 donation and there maybe further grants available from 
Young Farmers fund raising ventures plus others 
Neil Sutton volunteered to be our co-ordinator. 

 There is also access to a third (mobile) defibrillator. 
We need to advertise the availability of this equipment around the Parish. The 
methods will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting. 

 
7 Unitary Councillors Report 
 
 Madge Shineton reported as follows: 

I) She spoke of Healthy Issues and of progress with Future Fit. Also 
looking for more Minor Injuries Units in the community as well as 
those at Ludlow and Bridgnorth. For us an obvious candidate is the 
Medical Centre in Cleobury. She spoke of an enormous amount of 
work going on behind the scenes. 

II) Parish and Town Council met with MP’s to discuss our roads issues 
and public transport needs. 

III) There is a light touch review on the SAMDev. There is a need to feed 
our Parish Plan into our Place Plan. We must consider all our utilities 
requirements - power and water. 

IV) Broad band service is still an issue and strength of service depends 
very much on where you are located. Visiting the Shropshire web site 
will inform enquirers of the strength of signal at their location. Mobile 
telephone signal is still a major problem, 

V) We need to send our list of outstanding highways issues to Chris 
Edwards. We also need to be in contact with Graham Downes or his 
assistant. 

VI) There had been a meeting with the Police Commissioner. He wants to 
take over the Fire Service. Not well received. 

VII) New Senior Officer appointed to promote Enterprise Growth. 
VIII) There is a Bridgnorth Open Day regarding Apprenticeship courses. 
 

8 Lengthsman Report 
 
 There was no report this month. 

The amount of the Grant awarded 2017/18 has now been amended to £2,262.96 and 
we await payment. 
The request for a private payment for hedge cutting work was rejected. Not within our 
remit to make such payments.   

 
9        Highways Monthly Report  
 

There was a discussion on Geoff Wadsworth’s pro forma highways issues report 
sheet. Areas of concern should be notified to Geoff via email for inclusion in the 
report. 
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10  Planning 
 

The following planning Application was considered this month 
 Agricultural Building Larches Lane 17/02689/FUL 

We understand there has been no objection from the neighbours. The Planners are 
not ‘happy’ with the proposed location. They are awaiting a further report. 
4 Chalets Catherton Common 16/02768/FUL and 17/02557’REF 
The applicant has appealed against the Refusal and the case is now with the 
Planning Inspector. Our objections have been endorsed and lodged with the 
Inspectorate. 
Two Storey Extension 3 Lanes End 17/02911/FUL 
The applicants introduced themselves to the meeting and outlined their proposal. The 
present size of the property is 140 sqm and the proposal will increase it to 160 sqm 
to be built in local materials. After due discussion the meeting voted not to object to 
the application. However they considered it was yet another example of a proposal to 
substantially increase the size of an existing property. In communicating our decision, 
the meeting wished our views on ever larger buildings should be drawn to the 
attention of the Planners and the consequent decrease in local affordability. 
Two Storey extension The Oaklands Farlow 17/03382/FUL 
A number of Parishioners attended the Meeting to express their concerns. After 
listening to their views the Councillors debated the application and those eligible 
voted unanimously to object on the following grounds 

I) The proposed balcony overlooks neighbours property and infringes 
privacy 

II) The proposed extension is beyond the agreed building line 
III) It is not in sympathy with the character of the immediate area. 

 
After interviewing Coralie Waldron and her fiancé the Meeting unanimously voted she 
had demonstrated a Strong Local Connection under the rules of The Self Build 
Exception Site Scheme. 
 
A number of historical issues were drawn to the attention of the Councillors 

a) Eddie Welling’s Chalet. Only lifetime use sanctioned 
b) Cherry Orchard- Chalet sold separately 

The Meeting regretfully noted, with sadness, the death of Les Link. His brother 
Walter is his only living relative. The meeting agreed that once the affairs are sorted 
the Council maybe interested in acquiring land opposite the house. 
 

11 Correspondence 
 
Letter from Mrs Williams of Anglesey regarding vehicular access to her property on 
Catherton and her enquiry of a suitable local contractor to carry out the work was 
discussed. The Councillors did not know of anyone local suitable to carry out the 
work. 
Flying Red Ensign Appeal was discussed but the Meeting declined to participate. 

 
12 Finance 
 

1) The Bank Balances recorded were as follows 

• Current Account         £7,678.72 

• 30 day Account    £718.75 

• Investment Account   £18,000.00 from 4 July 2014 to 15 
December 2017 
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12 Finance (continued) 
 

The above term expired on 4 July and the Clerk only deposited £18,000 short 
term because of the very low rate on interest (1 year 0.065%) 

2) Peter Harman Invoice for Trees Oreton Common (gross £48) was sanctioned 
for payment. 

3) The Bank Mandate Form for Geoff Wadsworth was countersigned by Stephen 
Jones and John Derricutt. 

4) VAT recovery for tables purchased by the Village Hall was declined because 
the procedure for purchase was not in accordance with the agreed rules. The 
invoice should be in the name of Farlow Parish Council and be paid by them. 
Sloppiness in conforming to the rules could have foreseen and unforeseen 
consequences.  

 
13 Donations 
 

There were no requests for donations 
 

14 School Governors Report-Stephen Andrewes 
 
 Stephen’s term of office has now come to an end. He will from time to time after 

consulting with Farlow head teacher report informally on any issues which need to be 
drawn to our attention. The item will be removed from the Agenda until such time as 
there is something to report. 

 
15 Meetings attended 
 
 There were no Meetings attended during the month. 
  
16 Rights of Way 
 
  Bridleways 

A  Meeting at John Sutton’s house last Tuesday discussed plans for jobs to 
do and four work parties were organised. 
There were complaints voiced about 4 wheel drive vehicles using the 
bridleway by Walter Links as a ‘fun run’ and the abuse levelled at Walter for 
protesting.  
Footpath Group 
Zella Bache has resigned as leader and they a looking for a volunteer 
replacement. 
 

17 Items to be put on Agenda for next Meeting 
 
 The following item is to be put on the Agenda for the Next Meeting 

• Urgent Highway jobs in need of attention. 

• Village Hall Sign. 

• Defibrillator 
 

18 Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next Meeting will be held on Thursday 31 August 2017 commencing 8pm in 
Farlow and Oreton Village Hall.  
 The Meeting closed at c10.50pm  
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